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SUBJECT: AIRLIFT FOR MALI 

NOW THAT ROME CONFERENCE IS OVER AND EMERGENCY AIR TRANSPORT HAS 
BEEN SO THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED, URGE THAT I BE AUTHORIZED, WITHIN 
THE NEXT FEW DAYS, TO INFORM MALIANS THAT WE READY TO PROVIDE 
AT LEAST TWO C-1304 S FOR TWO AND ONE- HALF MONTHS. WE SHOULD ALSO 
GIVE THEM DATE OF ARRIVAL ASAP. NOW IS TIME TO MOVE AHEAD: 
POLITICALLY. BECAUSE HUNGER IS INCREASING RAPIDLY IN SIXTH 
REGION; BECAUSE SOVIET PLANE ABOUT TO DEPART; AND TECHNICALLY, 
BECAUSE WE MUST GIVE MOBIL OIL SUFFICIENT LEAD TIME TO MOVE IN 
JP-1 FUEL FOR PLANE. TOP GOM OFFICIALS ARE PRESSING TO LEARN OUR 
INTENTIONS. PLEASE INSTRUCT ASAP. 

BLAKE 
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